


WELCOME MESSAGE
Dear Friend of the BBPA,

We are thrilled to invite you to the 42nd Annual Black Business & Professional Association
(BBPA) Harry Jerome Awards, scheduled for Saturday, April 27, 2024, starting at 5:00 p.m.
The prestigious event will take place at the Beanfield Centre in Toronto.

The BBPA Harry Jerome Awards stand as a beacon of celebration, honouring the
outstanding contributions to Black communities across various fields, including Diversity,
Leadership, Arts, Sports, Business and more. This event is a testament to our unwavering
commitment to diversity, equity, and inclusion, spotlighting the remarkable
accomplishments of Black Canadians and their allies who significantly enrich the fabric of
our country. The BBPA Harry Jerome Awards are an inspiring platform for our Black
youth, showcasing possibilities and encouraging them to envision their potential.

Since its inception in 1983, the BBPA has remained steadfast in its mission to dismantle
barriers, challenge stereotypes, and cultivate an environment where Black youth,
professionals, and entrepreneurs can thrive. Our ongoing surveys have confirmed the
existence of systemic barriers, particularly access to networks, mentorship, and capital. In
response, BBPA programs have been strategically designed to address these inequities.

We have awarded scholarships to 3,500 students, empowering them to pursue and excel in
higher education while providing invaluable mentorship to guide them along their
academic and professional journeys. Last year alone, we extended over $100,000 in non-
dilutive capital to support Black women entrepreneurs in initiating and expanding their
enterprises. Moreover, our comprehensive business wrap-around support program has
aided over 600 Black-owned businesses, ensuring they attain financial stability and pave
the way for conventional investment opportunities.

We sincerely hope that you will honour us with your presence as we pay tribute to the
excellence of Black professionals and trailblazers. We've included details about
sponsorship levels in the brochure. You'll find details about sponsorship opportunities,
which can be tailored to align perfectly with your or your organization's preferences.

We eagerly anticipate partnering with you to honour and celebrate Black excellence and
achievement.

Abundantly yours,

Lianne Hannaway, CPA
Chief Empowerment Officer
Black Business & Professional Association



Beginning in 1983, as a tribute to
celebrate Canada's top Black athletes,
the BBPA Harry Jerome Awards have
evolved into the most esteemed symbol
of excellence in the Black community.
Annually, these awards recognize and
celebrate outstanding achievements,
inspiring business leaders, professionals,
entrepreneurs, athletes, innovators,
artists and community leaders. 

Notable recipients include Denham
Jolly, Patricia Jaggernauth, Spider Jones,
Wes Hall, Hon. Dr. Jean Augustine,
Masai Ujiri, Donovan Bailey, Justice
Donald McLeod, Former Chief Mark
Saunders, Nadine Spencer, Colleen
Ward, Professor Carl James, Moses A.
Mawa, Claudette McGowan, John Tory,
Paulette Senior, Deborah Richardson, Al
Ramsay, and Navdeep Bains.

This prestigious gala features
exhilarating live entertainment and
appearances from today's most talked
about celebrities and prominent
dignitaries. We invite you to join us on
April 27th for the 2024 BBPA Harry
Jerome Awards.






